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Disclaimer

Nugat has made every attempt to ensure the accuracy and
reliability of the information in this report. As the study is
currently in its initial stage referred to as Phase 1, all findings
currently part of the research are open to discussion and
revision. For Phase 1, online desktop research was conducted
in March 2019 as outlined in the methodology section.

Phase 1 serves as a preliminary research to be presented

at the Pan-Arab Urban Development Symposium (PAUDS) taking
place in Abu Dhabi on March 31st, 2019. The PAUDS will help
direct the research for the following stage referred to as

Phase 2. The information that is part of Phase 1 will be shared
with experts and partners in each city to validate the information
and ensure accuracy and precision during Phase 2.

The methodology of this research is based on:
1. References and reports that define culture and
the creative economy
2. Definitions that were extracted from reliable dictionaries

Cultural Vibrancy in Arab Cities was produced under the
exclusive sponsorship of the Abu Dhabi Department of
Municipalities and Transportation (DMT) and with the support
of the UAE Ministry of Culture and Knowledge Development
(MCKD). The views expressed in this publication do not
necessarily reflect the views of DMT or MCKD.

Copyright © 2019

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any
form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
recording or otherwise, without prior permission of Nugat Ala Al
Hurouf w.l.I.
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BACKGROUND

In 2020, Abu Dhabi will host the 10th World Urban Forum. The World Urban Forum
operates as a forward-thinking, open-ended platform, providing a multi-stakeholder
dialogue, collaboration, including public-private cooperation. Placed under the theme
“Cities of opportunities: Connecting Culture and Innovation”, it will be the first time an
Arab country hosts the landmark Forum.

Hosting WUF 10 is a significant opportunity for Abu Dhabi and the region to
showcase its achievements and role in promoting and implementing sustainable
urban development as well as playing a role in innovation and cultural exchange. Abu
Dhabi advocates for the potential of developing and implementing a new sustainable
four-pillar urban development scheme (economic, social, environmental and cultural)
as a key enabler and instrumental component of the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). This four-pillar scheme awards a more enlarged scope for the integration of
urban culture in future sustainable development strategies, through using innovative
tools and approaches.
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WHY CULTURE

MATTERS

Definition of Culture:

‘The set of distinctive spiritual, material, intellectual and emotional features

of society or a social group, ...that encompasses ... art and literature, lifestyles,
ways of living together, value systems, traditions and beliefs’ (UNESCO, 2001)".

Culture, as defined by UNESCO, plays a unique role in social progress. Developing culture is not a way

to solve challenges, but rather a means to create a “space where individuals can express, explore and
re-imagine complex and difficult issues.” This space, urban by nature, grows with the increasing interaction
of its population — driving governments and city leaders towards investing in culture to underpin and support
sustainable economic growth. Such an investment is not to be underestimated due to the role that culture
plays in the promotion of any country as a partner for trade, investment, labor, education and tourism, all
contributing to the nation’s economic growth and progress.

Cities, being the most densely populated areas, are at the center of a country’s economic growth. To support
this growth, cities should offer a stimulating cultural environment to attract skilled and creative people,

who in turn boost the economy. Current trends in many parts of the world suggest that culture will play an
increasingly important role in the competitiveness and identity of cities and nations. A rich and vibrant culture
acts as “an indirect source of economic success.”® Such an understanding of the cultural vibrancy of a city
defines culture as a competitive and resilient economic sector in its own right, contributing to economic
growth, technological innovation and social change*. Furthermore, “geographical clustering, a prominent
feature of the cultural and creative sectors, generates positive externalities in the areas where they are
located, ranging from improved image and reputation and increased numbers of tourists to greater social
pride and revitalized local economies.”®

However, the question is: Can cultural value be measured? According to Australian academic Julian Meyrick,
“Quantitative measurements of cultural value have had their day in the sun. They are not going to go away,
and they do reveal certain things about some activities. But the idea that numbers do not lie died with the
global financial crisis. They lie all the time and it is only by adding a qualitative (historical, empirical context)
component to our valuation strategies that we can develop a better sense of where cultural subsidy goes and
what it provides.”®

Moreover, according to The Culture and Creative Cities Monitor “Investment in culture remains extremely
difficult to track, and its impact difficult to assess, due to the lack of shared definitions, data and metrics,
particularly at city level.”” Therefore, the next section of this study brings forward some initial research that
explores and analyzes this concern on data, in particular for Arab cities.
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Understanding the Role of
Culture in Sustainable Cities
A desktop research inquiry on two
indicators of cultural vibrancy

The following sections aim to display the initial findings of a
study being undertaken to support a growing understanding of
the link between culture and a sustainable urban environment.
This has been done through the measurement of cultural
vibraney, including two identified indicators: first, the availability
of an urban cultural infrastructure and second, the presence of
innovation clusters across 12 Arab cities — Abu Dhabi, Amman,
Beirut, Cairo, Casablanca, Dubai, Jeddah, Kuwait, Manama,
Muscat, Riyadh and Tunis.

The displayed initial findings in this study are not conclusive,
but rather aim to guide a conversation on cultural gaps in the
region and making informed, data-driven decisions with multiple
stakeholders in determining what cultural investments are
necessary moving forward.

This study is broken down into two phases and two milestones
as illustrated below:
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The Why

Contextualizing the Aim
of this Study

The Arab world is undergoing major transformations, from
significant population growth to urbanization trends. Such
transformations will have important economic, social, cultural
and environmental consequences that need to be addressed
and understood to ensure that the urban growth challenges are
navigated with credible data that highlights areas of strength
and potential improvement, specifically in cities. A study by
the British theoretical physicist, Geoffrey West suggests that
when a city doubles in size, its socio-economic elements will
witness a 15% increase, yet, save 15% on consumption of the
infrastructure® making its growth more sustainable. Cities
provide secure centers for competitiveness, innovation and
development, and attract regional and multinational players in
various fields; hence, focusing on sustainable urban growth, with
culture playing an essential role’, is critical to ensure that urban
challenges are met and allow the Arab world to keep up with
global rates of change. According to the European Commission
Report', the growth of cities is dependent on a better
understanding of their critical elements of social, economic,
cultural and environmental health through quantitative and
qualitative analysis.

The lack of data and benchmarking findings on those critical
elements is what led to this research inquiry.
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The What
Research Structure

Focusing only on the cultural facet of urban development, this
study involves a mapping exercise by collecting datasets on the
urban cultural infrastructure and the presence of innovation
clusters across 12 Arab cities: Abu Dhabi, Amman, Beirut, Cairo,
Casablanca, Dubai, Jeddah, Kuwait, Manama, Muscat, Riyadh
and Tunis. The data collection will be supported and refined
through interviews with key stakeholders and a network of major
local players in the cultural and creative sectors in Phase 2.

The choice of these two indicators was based on academic
research that suggests their important role in understanding
cultural vibrancy The Cultural and Creative economy of a City.
Based on a 2015 report published by the Warwick Commission

in Britain it was identified that “culture and creativity exist in a
distinct ecosystem. They feed and depend on each other. The
points of connection between the cultural and creative industries
are where the potential for greatest value creation resides -
culturally, socially and economically.”"

The selected indicators are defined as follows:

a. Cultural Infrastructure: A legally licensed entity such as
museum, theatre, concert hall, sight and, or landmark that
is part of the urban fabric of the city and that caters to the
creative and cultural sectors'

i b. Innovation Clusters: A digital or physical cluster of
spaces and, or buildings that brings together corporations,
educational organizations, individuals and, or entities that
focus on innovation, ICT, technology or creative sectors®™

This report is the end result of the quantitative and qualitative
analysis of the study that is focusing on understanding the
link between culture and sustainable urban environments by
comparatively identifying the level of cultural vibrancy of each
city.

The How
Framework and Methodology

The first phase of the research involves an initial collection of
data to produce first drafts of cultural profiles for the 12 Arab
cities. The second phase involved validation with key cultural
stakeholders, across a network of local city players in the
cultural and creative sectors.
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Phase 1

Initial Online Data Collection

and Profiling

1. Data Collection

The research was conducted online over the course of three
weeks, visiting approximately 2,000 sites (in English, Arabic and
occasionally French) through online desktop research including
official databases, Google maps, news aggregators and social
media platforms.

The search process identifies cultural and creative industries™
as below:

e Performing arts: music and theatre

e Advertising

e Architecture

*  Design: graphic, product, fashion, interior, etc.
e Audiovisual: film, TV, radio and photography

e Publishing

e Software and IT

¢ Fine arts including curation

e Gaming

e Crafts

Additionally, the online search was processed using the below
keywords for both indicators:
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Each of the two indicators was given clear definitions
with their sub-indicators by specific metrics of
selection as per the below:

1.1 Cultural Infrastructure Indicator (Cl):

A legally licensed entity that is part of the urban fabric of
the city and that has been active for at least six months
prior to the research. The entity caters to the creative and
cultural sectors — Table 1.0 lists its sub-indicators and
their criteria of selection.

Table 1.0 Sub-indicators List of the Cultural Infrastructure Indicator
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Sub-Indicator Criteria
Libraries A place in which literary, musical, artistic o Ldwghl of dusVl slshl blassM ol SOlas)
or reference materials (such as books, 5l pogaill ol LSl Jis) gy ol dadl)
manuscripts, recordings or films) are kept o Laelasiw! W (@léi!l 5l DVEIWI]
for use but not for sale®. Plass
Selection Criteria: Licensed entity, 3529 oyl do (pas e OLS sy yulse
physical structure, online presence oYl e
Art Galleries A room or building that is used for Gy s sl po,2) puStus e 5l 8,8 e OVl
showing works of art, sometimes so that 2Tt gl daat) JlesVl
they can be sold?°.
Selection Criteria: Licensed entity, 3529 do)lee duis (as o GLS sy wise
physical structure, online presence, Ol ey Jgie 3589 e
events calendar
Universities An institution of higher learning providing  Cowls eulstll 3810 393 Jll pudmtl) ducwo Ol=olsd

Sub-Indicator Criteria
Museums An institution devoted to the ol deaall OI3 (21, o) o daiss duwde LIy
procurement, care, study and display of lgoye9 lywlyog Ly LYl délul dasdl)
objects of lasting interest or value.
3529 «oylome d (pas e OLS sV ulse
Selection Criteria: Licensed entity, 358V e
physical structure, online presence
Sites and A structure (such as a building) of Soleg Aty dunal L) (Lo Jio) dots sy gBlgbl
Landmarks historical and usually aesthetic interest . Paidlbs

Selection Criteria: Physical structure

**Note: Mosques have been counted

as sites and landmarks if they have

1) a historical background

2) an architectural and, or design significance
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facilities for teaching and research,
authorized to grant academic degrees?.

Selection Criteria: Licensed entity,
online or offline presence, provides
undergraduate, graduate and doctoral
degrees in art, creativity or technology.
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Culture
and Art Centers

Concert Halls

A large building in which concerts are

M lfuge OMi> plE Cum 1S Gise
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An entity with one or more licenses
focused on culture and arts (ex. a cultural
center may have a theater, a cinema and
a library. All of those functions can be
under one legal license, or each can have
their own license in which we case we
count each license).

Selection Criteria: Licensed entity,
physical structure, online presence,
running events calendar with at least
four non-recurring events a year and
can include classes and workshops of
different levels
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A temporary recurring event or collective
of events focused on creativity, arts and,
or innovation.

Selection Criteria: Event or program
has recurred at least on three occasions
in the past six years.

Online presence and, or presence on

at least one social media platform, with
the following level of engagement: total
number of followers, the official hashtag
and the number

of posts on one platform is greater

than 1,500.

**Note: Fairs and Festivals were counted

separately to Awards following the same criteria
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physical structure, online presence, Ol i) Jyds sV e
events calendar
Theaters A building or outdoor area in which QA 0B Cuo dioyls dolune 5 e ol
plays and other dramatic performances T P N I I RS PP
are given'. Fairs, Festivals
and Awards
Selection Criteria: Licensed entity, 3929 dyslome dus (pas o OLS HlasY) wilse
physical structure, online presence, Ol i) Jyds SV e
events calendar
Cinemas A theater where films are shown for public 43 B YN (o8 0 Cum s Lowud] 590
entertainment®. Sl
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1.2 Innovation Cluster Indicator (IC):

A digital or physical cluster of spaces and, or buildings
that brings together corporations, educational
organizations, individuals and, or entities that focus on
innovation, ICT, technology and creative sectors. Table 2.0
lists its sub-indicators and their criteria of selection.

Table 2.0 Sub-indicators List of the Innovation Cluster Indicator

Sub-Indicator

Urban Districts

Criteria

An urban space composed of multiple
structures hosting public and private
business entities.

Selection Criteria: Licensed entity,
physical structure, online presence

**Note: Exhibition halls have been left out of
the research due to their complex nature of the
activities that they host
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2. City Profiling
The profiling of the city displays the following:

e Fact sheet of the city describing size, geographical
boundary, population and GDP (if available)

e Table displaying the numerical findings of the cultural
infrastructure and innovation clusters and their
sub-indicators

e Written analysis contextualising the findings based on
historical and empirical data

3. Assumptions, Considerations

and Limitations

e Legal and license information: Data on the legal structure

and license of an entity is not always available online. In

the case of no availability, the description of what the entity

claims to be was considered instead.

*  Online presence: Several entities did not have a website
but instead had a strong social media presence, where the

social media page was clearly used as a substitute to a
website.

City territorial border line: Several cities had clear city
boundaries while others did not have a clear border; such

Co-working A physical structure that provides OloY ESin Jos Ololus 4363 & jlese Lty Josdl Ololio
Spaces common working areas for freelancers Ay yled) SBLSUIs 8,5d] JlasYl sl
and business entities. )
Selection Criteria: Legal entity, physical sl doo (pas e OLS sy ulse
space, online presence 358V e sgeg
Incubators An entity or a program that brings s Al OB o b mezy gelip S ols Sl
and together start-ups and, or small to medium 59 sy Bugy dausibly Spall OIS ol Ole g
Accelerators enterprises (SMEs) in order to start Ol el ddlatul Lo5] me palos yohs
and, or develop their business with the Ole ] S Olslodl Jas doludl $
possibility of hosting those businesses in
the incubator and, or accelerators physical
space.
C3Y e 3925 (was e OLS sl plse
Selection Criteria: Licensed entity, Olgiw & 30l Oole k) 5 Sluslsdl d329
online presence, incubation and, or .Jé‘}!l P
acceleration presence for at least
three years
Digital A blog or a vlog that produces content 3y Ggiome g gad digde 5l deat Digae dad I Olaid
Platforms focused on creativity, arts and innovation. sl asgaze Y8Vl Gedlly gl e
090,80k
Selection Criteria: Five or more content 3o 58T ol o 3925 13Las Y yulse
contributors. More than 2,000 followers =l 2000 oo ST .sgimd $ Owealudl
(for blogs) and subscribers (for vlogs). It ()l GLgul) Jidws (duadl Obgunl)
should produce at least two pieces of Lyad ssimehl o0 oles JBYI e o Roee
content per month.
Note: The license of registration will define duall 0028 Juswd] dasy :dbsdo
which city the blog or vlog operates out of. D9kl dolzdl
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as Cairo. Whereas, some were too small to be claimed
as city borders; such as Kuwait City and Manama. The
municipality jurisdiction was accordingly considered
for Cairo; in the case of Kuwait City and Manama, the
governorate was counted as the city border line.

*  Projects that are under construction or that have ceased

to exist have not been considered.

*  No historical or political conclusions have been made
while writing the city profiles, noting that historical

references have been made only to state established facts

about the city.
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Phase 2
Data Verification

Following the collection of data on the cultural
infrastructures and innovation clusters, the figures,
licensing and operation were validated by local city
experts from the identified 12 Arab cities to confirm the
accuracy of the information presented.

Table of data verification process:

2 &I,
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Name of Entry Based on an online search 3 pe Sy e e oLl !

............................................................ T )J._.A_Ll ; @sj,lbb,'l

i [ @ul&a&sma&l&wu ............................. d’w'&,bﬂ
individual who placed the finding

Local City Expert Curated from the network of u_‘,\JI dxd) Ualpc.wylds.uﬁ oo slie Joxo pus
local city players in the cultural, Bl Olelad § laolud Tysd Osumly duub) (o

innovation and creative sectors

glals s8uls

Notes on Selection Revealing some limitations or
important relevant assumptions
if any

To further elaborate on the findings, an analysis that
sheds light on the cultural offering of each city was
conducted,taking into consideration the historical context
to further understand the relationships between the sub-
indicators and the cultural vibrancy of the cities.
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Since Abu Dhabi’s founding in 1971,
there has been a high regard for culture
and art considering that the second

law passed inaugurated the Cultural
Foundation, a “culture and art center”,
into the country’s legal framework?.
Emphasizing the importance of culture
upon the establishment of the country
has set the tone for the cultural vibrancy
of Abu Dhabi, as there was a substantial
importance when it came to cultural
development throughout the past 50
years. The 60 cultural infrastructure
points in Abu Dhabi are a combination of
local and international institutions from
universities to museums.

Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the
former ruler of Abu Dhabi, valued the
significance of culture and art, thus taking
a keen interest in developing the cultural
landscape of the city. Abu Dhabi has five
“sites and landmarks” three of which are
associated with the late Sheikh Zayed,
demonstrating the influence that the
leader had in terms of development and
prosperity. Built around the 1790’s Qasr
Al Hosn a “site and landmark”, “remain(s]
the heart of the late Sheikh Zayed Bin
Sultan Al Nahyan’s plans; with the fort
serving as his family home, seat of
governance for the new nation — ordering
a full restoration for the Al Hosn site, set
the intention to become the city’s national
archive and encapsulating the historical
developments of Abu Dhabi.”?¢ Two of
Abu Dhabi’s major “sites and landmarks”
are named after Sheikh Zayed, one being
the Sheikh Zayed Memorial and the other
is the Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque. The
Cultural Foundation first opened in 1981%
during Sheikh Zayed’s rule, serving as
another testimony of his commitment to
preserving and celebrating the Emirati
culture.

Photo by jpeter2

Abu Dhabi City

Abu Dhabi’s five “museums” are a
representation of the current reality of
the city; a combination of Sheikh Zayed’s
legacy and the role of international
institutions and partnerships in shaping
Abu Dhabi’s cultural vibrancy. On the one
hand, Shaikh Zayed museum alludes to
the late funders vision, while the Louvre
museum illustrates how imported ideals
can adapt to the local cultural landscape.

The influence of the west is noticeable
specifically in the “cinemas” and
“universities”. Out of the eight
“universities” three are international
institutions that have opened campuses
in Abu Dhabi. Degrees like Art History,
Film and Music are offered at the
international “universities”, whilst

the local “universities” mainly award
communication and media degrees. While
“cinemas” like Cinema Space, have a
diverse programming of Arab and foreign
films, the majority of the “cinemas”
feature international blockbuster movies.

In terms of the innovation clusters, Abu
Dhabi has a total of 13. The city is made
up of approximately 200 islands?, has
three “urban districts”. Creating urban
districts like Al Maryah Island Abu Dhabi
is building on its already existing urban
landscape in hopes of creating pockets of
economic and cultural growth throughout
the city. Two Four 54, another “urban
district”, is a standing testament to the
cohesive relationship between harnessing
local talent through employment and
pairing it with international expertise, like
National Geographic.

Balancing between modernity and
heritage, Abu Dhabi is looking to build
a local ecosystem, while also adapting
western models to enhance its cultural
vibrancy?’.

24 CULTURAL VIBRANCY IN ARAB CITIES

W5 gadd) G nd ol § 481 &gl
&3 gz 09 iz oo ol Gdsakl D23y I
pload¥l e 80ygzadl 2Ll 8)08 L35l Choxio sl
Jod) G ag sl

«Olzalodly g cloieud] j90 &8 § puoly ©y=) J:ZSTE
Lrgi bsl § «Olaslor QL Gu oed absl &
& Oblgad! Jll puleil) Lble Oluwgo SN

& 88910 hrwsbly MVl (il oyl Jie C¥lome
ddod) «Olsaledly 5,\53 biw bl «Olsalodl»
O 08,1 deg I G pdeYly Jolsill § lolgs
by o) Cinema Space Jio «loieud! j93» ol
293 edame 01 Y] deieYls Loyl MY (10 & st
el deble TSI 2,55 ol

Toacs 13 ol 085 Y Olsazs pasg L
e LSt E,‘byi @ «dy pas Olelhdy M usgs
$raodl g ] huds s o552 200 Jls=>
ol e Lol 8,052 Jie Olelhad slis] pe dsoshl
Aol slosl geaz § Gy 3ladyl saill g8
B oy 2T (g o pllad 54 45855 dihis
Gabgdl pe ddol] Clghl IMiul Gy dadliad]
b2 gz JUsrdl e debl=ll Slnsdly by s
Sl Blasdl gu O3lsl $ades J] Gabosil sy
;3 el Ll ity oo (i plS sy e
P8 Lgodl 55m0

odlly Bl TS Lliiol ool 0oyl
O O 4] 15 1971 ple § Luuswls die
O Palll g3l HUsYl § g9 sibl QLI
«odllg d8la 5Sen S mosdl nb5
wie BEY doal e oS sus w3
(obsl @ A3l Lyseendl Dgall slis]
nS duanl Gl jyshadll i G
0555 &bl fpunsd] plssYl s e
obsl & &3l 4 60 JI blay)

0o e o0 adolill ] Olseladl oo
sl o) Oluwshl

o0l gl Biludl Lol (Sl 438
sy oally B8l deaal Gl JT Olale
085 dgdell G8EN dyseadl sk JUIL
ol blog & 31 @Blger duns abooal

ol s gcddly dhasye lyie 835
o3Vl et e Wl 30 ala) Lw
«blsng g@lgor uol sy asdl pad 3
s el 0,81 Oliman § (o]

o2 b gl hhs ce § I3 Lo s
el plastuls o)l Olgs JT Olake
Lo Bugasd) oY) (Sl 109 asle) Yie
doglud Bugy @oall JolS g3 dl 58
Slyshatl paslis Gibgll dnadl syl ]
Blskb 3 58l Gad P abol il
il o eboonl § deacs))) lebls
ol 55 ) gl o o0 Lot
sad Y ganll Bl S 4l g
ol & By0 JoY «ylly BBlaLl) 5S,en &2
dlig oy ) el gs 5317 1981
B e Blasdl aelidl e gy5] 8ol
Lay JUazsYls &Lyl

ol Blgll bl & «am by 2

9% o Wl gl O3 e g3 sdiyal)
LS @ bl OISTls Eluwih)

City Fact Sheet duull Fl> 489

1.8 [2016] 22 Population [million]

[Ogale] GLSu) Sus

Size [km?]
[6S] gzl

N/A City GDP [billion]

At 2 [libe] digkall Jloz ¥l loxkl 5l

213.8 [2017] % Country GDP [billion]

[lde] Wl Jloz¥l Joxdl il

Cultural Infrastructure 43L& d_cocdl o)

Sites and Landmarks
ol Blsbly dusny 5L ll ol

Museums
(- E4
Cinemas
L_A.l:u.” J9°

Theaters
Zob—wbl

Concert Halls

L diughl S bodl &Y
Libraries

Olast)

Universities

Olxolx]

Art Galleries

ol JlasH oy ¢ YL o
Culture and Art Centres

o—illy dL_az) 5 Sl

Fairs and Festivals
Ol atbly poyl=tl

Awards
Plo—odl SIS

Innovation Clusters IS Ol=esd

Urban Districts
& yasdl Slslhill

Co-working Spaces
eslozdl J—asll Ol oo

Incubators and Accelerators
Ol bl Ol

Digital Platforms
L Slat)

iyl Ga bl § ALY Dyl 25




As Amman'’s history dates back to 4000-
3000 BC*®?, the city is home to numerous
ancient artifacts, archeological sites and
biblical structures. Throughout history
multiple dynasties and empires called
Amman home, thus forming a diverse city.
The city’s distinct cultural landscape has
had a positive impact on the economy,

as tourism is one of the largest economic
sectors in Jordan, accounting for about 14
percent of the country’s total GDP3. Till
this day, Amman has a strong relationship
with its past as many of the archeological
sites have been preserved and stand as

a testament of the impact that cultural
heritage has on a city’s cultural vibrancy.
In the past decade, Amman’s residents’
sense of nostalgia and appreciation for
the past has increased. This in turn,

as Rami Farouk Daher argues, has
incentivized the government, as well as
private individuals, to invest in the cultural
scene®.

In total, Amman has 120 cultural
infrastructure points. The city has 15
“sites and landmarks”,

many of which were built during the
Middle Bronze Age around 1650 BC.
While most of the “sites and landmarks”
are solely archeological sites, the Roman
Theatre is utilized as a multipurpose
structure that celebrates Amman’s rich
history while also serving as a venue for
cultural activities like music concerts and
theatrical productions. Although “sites
and landmarks” are scattered around
Amman’s urban landscape, many of the
archeological artifacts are housed in the
Jordan Archeological Museum, illustrating
the city’s commitment to preserving and
celebrating its ample history. Today, 60
percent of Amman’s “museums” celebrate
Jordan’s diverse history that hosted many

ancient civilizations®’, such as the Roman,
Ottoman, and Assyrian Empires; as well
as being home to many major Biblical and
Quranic events.

Whilst the archeological sites and
historical landmarks serve as a testimony
that the city has a strong relationship with
the past, many of Amman’s “culture and
art centers” and “galleries” also have a
deep connection with history. There are
26 “galleries” in Amman, many of which
are located in restored archeological
sites and historic buildings. Out of the

20 “culture and art centers” in Amman,
three have been established by private
foundations and five by the government.
Darat Al Funun, a private foundation,
“brought together the old and new, past
and present, tradition and modernity.
Darat al Funun today is a living place
celebrating the arts at the heart of our
culture”®. The role of the Jordanian
government is presented in Article 4 of
the Culture Act, stating that “the Ministry

of Culture is responsible for drawing up
the cultural policies and directing their
implementation in the various cultural
fields, in line with the policy of the
Kingdom and the national interest.”*

In terms of innovation clusters, Amman
has 13 in total. Amman has four “digital
platforms” all of which promote and share
culture, art and literature. The focus

on digital presence reaffirms Amman’s
commitment to spreading its culture

and heritage. Although there is a strong
effort to celebrate the past, as of today,
Amman does not have any “awards” that
honor creativity, culture and art. Amman’s
relationship with its past has had a
significant impact on its cultural vibrancy
as the urban landscape is bolstering with
archeological sites, while more modern
institutions serve as a reminder of the
city’s rich history.
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Beirut, one of the oldest continuously
inhabited cities in the world*, is believed
to be populated as early as 3000 BC*.
Throughout time various foreign powers,
from the Ottoman Empire to the French,
reigned over the ancient city thus shaping
what is today known as modern day
Beirut. The effect of foreign influence is
clearly evident in the urban landscape,
not only physically but also culturally.
Although there are structures that

are around 5,000 years old, “in early
1990’s Lebanon, there existed virtually
no public infrastructure for the arts, no
contemporary art museums, and no
official institutions of culture that might
have been prepared to sponsor and
advance contemporary art practices.”*®
Hence, Beirut’s cultural vibrancy was
heavily shaped socially, economically and
culturally by its recent history, the civil
war*¢, as much as its ancient past.

Beirut is home to 134 cultural
infrastructure points, which can be
categorized as pre-civil war and post-civil
war. All of the 13 “sites and landmarks”,
except the Vendome Stairs, can be
traced backed before 1990 as they are
archeological sites and structures that
date back thousands of years. Although
the Vendome Stairs is the only “site and
landmark” that emerged after the civil
war, it “stand[s] as one of the surviving
landmarks in Beirut, a shared public
space that different activists and civil
society organizations have fought to
preserve over the years.”* The 12 other
“sites and landmarks” illustrate the
diversity of Beirut as they are a mixture of
ruins that were left over from the Roman
Empire’s rule, mosques that were built
during the Islamic era and cathedrals
that date back to the Byzantine empire.

Photo by Ramy Kabalan

Beirut Governorate

Out of the 12 “libraries” in Beirut, eight
of them were established pre-civil war.
Furthermore, one library, the Oriental
Library, was founded back in 1875. In this
case, the literary history of Beirut has had
a profound influence on the modern city
as it was named by UNESCO the World
Book Capital in 2009.4®

Although the city pre-civil war had

a diverse cultural landscape, the
“museums” in Beirut symbolizes the
shift that the city undertook post 1990.
Four of the seven “museums” in Beirut
were founded after the civil war, as they
either were established to promote
contemporary art or to celebrate Beirut’s
rich history. For instance, one of the
“museums”, AUB Archeological Museum,
is the third oldest museum in the Middle
East*?, whilst the Beirut Museum of Art
established in 2008 focuses more on
modern art. Out of the 27 “galleries” in
Beirut, only one was established before
the civil war. The same goes for the
“culture and art centers” of Beirut, as all
33 were founded after the civil war. While

the “sites and landmarks” and “libraries”
of Beirut showcase the city’s rich and
diverse history, the “galleries” and
“culture and art centers” emerged after
the war as the “work [after the war] was
being produced out of a sense of urgency
and not as a response to an art market.”®

In terms of innovation clusters, Beirut
has a total of 14. As a city of 233 square
kilometers®'. Beirut has one “urban
district”, called Beirut Digital District
(BDD). The “urban district” further
exhibits the relationship between historic
Beirut and post-civil war Beirut, as BDD
is situated right next to an archeological
site, while its vision is to “develop self-
sustaining innovative neighborhoods,
where technology and brain power
seamlessly integrate, allowing for creative
communities to flourish.”5? Historical
conquests, like the French colonial
mandate, and recent events, like the

civil war, have both played a vital role in
shaping the cultural vibrancy of Beirut.
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*Note: There are wide-
ranging estimates of
Beirut’s population, from
as low as 938,940 people
to as high as 2,012,000.
The lack of an exact figure
is due to the fact that no
population census has
been taken in Lebanon
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Throughout history, Cairo has always
been a melting pot, as it was home to
different people from various religions
and ethnicities, which has had a vast
impact on its cultural landscape. Although
Cairo is famously known for being home
to different empires and dynasties, its
recent economic and social issues have
had an influence on the cultural make-up
of the city. Today, Cairo is home to an
increasing number of innovative initiatives
and organizations that are bridging the
gap between the rich history of the past
and the technological advancements
happening in the present, all of which
carry the prospect of enhancing the
cultural vibrancy of the city.

Cairo hosts a total of 170 cultural
infrastructure points; some of which

can be attributed to historical empires,
like the Fatimid Dynasty and the Third
Dynasty of ancient Egypt, whereas others
have been established in more recent
years. The Egyptian capital has 21 “sites
and landmarks”, some dating as far back
as 2050 BC®¢. Mosques, churches and
synagogues can be seen across the urban
fabric, further indicating Cairo’s status

as a multi-faith city. “Museums” are an
important sub-indicator as the city has 30
of them, many of which house historical
and archeological artifacts, whilst

others celebrate national figures like Um
Kalthoum and Ahmed Shawki. In an effort
to bridge the gap between the past and
the present, the function of “museums” is
being repurposed as a “new department
dedicated to fostering greater awareness
among Egyptians of their ancient past
has been opened, [to] both encourage
people to assist in protecting and
understanding the past and help them to
acquire skills for the future.””” The “sites

Photo by shadyshaker

and landmarks” and “museums” reveal
that Cairo’s history has had a profound
influence on its cultural vibrancy.

Home to 22.8 million people, Cairo has
17 “universities” that offer degrees in the
creative or cultural field. “Universities”

in Cairo grew in number between the
1970s until the mid-1980s°8. Although the
majority of the “universities” have been
established within the past 50 years, Al
Azhar University was founded in 975%,
making it one of the oldest universities

in the world. Whilst Cairo’s past is an
important contributor to the cultural
landscape, in the past decade, several
sub-indicators have played a vital role in
shaping the city. Thanks to its technical
capacity to produce mainstream films
since 1934, Egypt is recognized as the
“Hollywood of the Middle East,”®® with
Cairo being home to 29 “cinemas”.

Cairo’s innovation clusters come to a total
of 29 that include “the interactive and
visual arts along hand with technology
and multimedia, [which] play an important

role in re-sculpting the Egyptian cultural
identity with its principles.”¢' Out of

the 13 “incubators and accelerators” in
Cairo, 89 percent were founded after
2011, as well as one of the two “urban
districts” known as the Greek Campus.
The rise in innovation clusters emerged
after the 2011 Egyptian Revolution and is
considered “an unforeseen effect of the
2011 revolution and, some say, paved

the way for a new era of opportunity for
young Egyptians.”¢? Cairo’s rich history
compelled with the recent advancement
in technology, as a means to diversify the
job market, have had a significant impact
on the cultural vibrancy of the city.
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Situated in the West end of North Africa
and across from the Atlantic Ocean,
Casablanca serves as an important gate
between the West and the East®. Dating
back to the 12th century, Casablanca
has a long and rich history that began as
a pirate base, to being controlled by the
Portuguese and then falling under French
rule®’. Following the independence

of Morocco from the French in 1956,
Casablanca transitioned into Moroccan
rule under a monarchy system.
Casablanca’s geographical location, its
long and rich history and the importance
that King Mohammed VI bestowed on
cultural institutions and entities have all
contributed to the cultural vibrancy of
this city.

Casablanca, the largest city in terms of
population in Morocco®, is home to a
total of 56 cultural infrastructure points.
One of the factors that have contributed
to the cultural vibrancy of the city is
that it is situated on the Atlantic Ocean.
During the French colonization, from
1912 to 1956, Casablanca emerged

as the main port of Morocco®’. The
strategic location of Casablanca allowed
for a diverse population to emerge that
comprised of multiple ethnicities and
religions from Arab to Berber, along with
a Jewish population of 3,000 spread

all over the country’®. Out of the two
“museums” in Casablanca one is the
Museum of Moroccan Judaism, which

is “considered the first museum in the
city of Casablanca, and the only Jewish
museum in the Arab region.””

Going back through time, it is evident that
Casablanca has had a rich and old history
due to the fact it was colonized by various
foreign powers. All seven “universities”

in Casablanca are French speaking

Casablanca City

institutions, portraying the effect that the
French had on the education system. One
of the eight “cinemas” in Casablanca,
Cinema Rialto, was designed and built by
a French architect in a typical art deco
style”2. Even though the French had a
significant influence over Casablanca,
parts of the cultural infrastructure
pre-dates the French mandate. The

Old Medina, one of the four “sites and
landmarks”, was developed throughout
time by the various ruling powers. Around
the 12th century, Anfa, a Berber village’?,
was situated on the port thus contributing
to the early formation of the Old Medina
which was then further developed by the
Portuguese around the 14th century.
Under the Moroccan control, the Medina
then expanded to incorporate homes

and businesses™. The Medina serves

as an accurate analogy depicting the
relationship between the city’s history
and its cultural vibrancy.

King Mohammed VI, the current ruling
monarch of Morocco, has had a vital
role in enhancing the cultural vibrancy of

Photo by boredallrounder

Casablanca. Back in October 2014, he
announced the formation of the Grand
Theatre of Casablanca that is set to be
the largest “theatre” in Africa’®. The King
also launched various “fairs and festivals”,
which total up to eight, positioning

the country as an important artistic
destination.

In terms of innovation clusters,
Casablanca has a total of 13. Home to a
population of 6.8 million people”, the city
has six “co-working spaces”. Technopark,
the only “urban district” in Casablanca,
hosts approximately 280 startups and
SMEs, with the aim of enhancing the

green technology and cultural industries””.

As a major port city, Casablanca’s
geographic location joined with its
history and the role of Mohammed VI in
promoting culture have all had an effect
on the cultural vibrancy of the city.
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What started off as a small and humble
fishing village on the shore of the Arabian
Gulf, is known today as the ‘Entertainment
capital of the Middle East’®', pointing to
the exponential growth that has happened
in Dubai’s modern history. Once Dubai
entered the post-oil era®?, around 1990,
the government began implementing
policies that would have a drastic effect
on the cultural vibrancy of the city.

Dubai is home to a total of 147 cultural
infrastructure points and has attracted
15.9 million tourists in 201782, Although
the most famous and known “site and
landmark” in Dubai is Burj Khalifa, the city
has a total of 12 “sites and landmarks”,
four of which fall under the jurisdiction

of the Dubai Culture and Arts Authority,
otherwise known as Dubai Culture. As
for “museums”, out of the 16, six are
managed and promoted by Dubai Culture.
The Dubai Culture “plays a critical part in
achieving the vision of the Dubai strategic
plan 2021 of establishing the city as
vibrant, global Arabian metropolis that
shapes culture and arts in the region and
the world.”8 The creation of the Dubai
Culture in 2006 and their involvement

in managing and promoting cultural
institutions in the city demonstrates the
effect that the government has on the
cultural vibrancy of the city.

In the mid 1990s Dubai shifted its
strategy to become a “multi-sector
economy to reduce their dependence on
hydrocarbons”, which came to be known
as the ‘Dubai Model’®. The shift from
being an oil dependent economy allowed
for Dubai to focus on enhancing its
service-based economy and knowledge-
based economy. Currently, Dubai has 22
“universities”, a mixture of national and
foreign institutions that offer degrees
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in the creative and cultural fields. The
city is also home to 14 “libraries”,

eight of which are public libraries that
are owned and managed by Dubai
Culture. With 24 percent of the cultural
infrastructure divided between “libraries”
and “universities”, it is evident that the
government of Dubai is committed to
achieving a sustainable knowledge-based
economy.

The city hosts 13 “fairs and festivals” a
year, about thirty percent of them are
dedicated to art and design. Art Dubai
and Design Days, both of which have
Dubai Culture as a strategic partner,
alone brought in around USD 35 million
in 2015 to Dubai®. Although Dubai has
26 “galleries” and is a hub for “fairs

and festivals”, according to Saeed Al
Nabouda, director of Dubai Culture,
“there [has] been culture and art in Dubai
for decades, [yet] the infrastructure had
not always been in place to give artists
the best possible platform to make a
living from it.”®” In order to combat that
obstacle, in January 2019, Dubai unveiled

a five-year strategy with an objective to
bolster the city’s cultural landscape.

The ‘Dubai Model’ is also used to describe
the ‘free zone’ policy that has been
enacted by the Dubai government as a
way to attract foreign investment. The city
has a total of 23 innovation cluster points;
where seven of them are “urban districts”.
The “urban districts”, all of which are free
zones, cover multiple fields from design
to science, to media and tech. Looking

at the cultural landscape of Dubai, it is
evident the impact that the government
has had in developing the city’s cultural
vibrancy. From strengthening the tourism
sector to developing a five-year cultural
strategy, the Dubai government is a key
player when it comes to enhancing culture
in the Emirate.
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Al Balad, otherwise known today as Old
Jeddah, was built in 646AD, as a waterway
entrance for Mecca. Being a port city

and a neighbor to Mecca, Jeddah is home
to a diverse population from Arabs to
non-Arabs. Jeddah’s urban sprawl started
expanding during the oil boom, around
the 1930’s, to accommodate the growing
population®. This led to the creation of
Northern and Southern Jeddah, where the
North of Al Balad being the most recent
addition to Jeddah’s urban landscape.
There is a distinct difference between the
cultural landscape of the South and North
of Jeddah; the South being less culturally
vibrant and the North being more®*.
Jeddah’s geographic location and diverse
population has had a significant impact on
the cultural liveliness of the city.

Jeddah is home to a total of 80 cultural
infrastructure points. The city’s location
and history are two factors that had

and still have a vital impact on Jeddah’s
cultural vibrancy. Situated on the Red
Sea, “Jeddah was an important trading
port, and thus a cross-cultural agent
between the Middle-Eastern, Asian, and
Europeans traders, it contributed to
forming a special version of the Hejazi
style and urban form of old Jeddah.”?*

All nine “museums” in Jeddah are found
in Al Balad, some of which date back to
the 19th century?®. While Jeddah’s rich
history translates in its “museums”, the
city’s “sites and landmarks” have a more
complex relationship with the past. Out of
the 37 “sites and landmarks” only five of
them are historical monuments, while the
other 32 are sculptures. The five historical
“sites and landmarks” are one of the few
last old heritage sites because “since

the mid-1970’s people have not been
allowed to demolish traditional buildings

within the boundaries of [Al Balad].
Unfortunately, a number of traditional
structures had already been replaced

by modern ones.”% With a total of 32
sculptures scattered around the urban
landscape, Jeddah is home to one of the
largest collections of open-air sculptures
in the world®”. This dates back to the
1970’s when some of the big names

in art, Old Masters as they are called,
were commissioned by the late Mayor
Mohamed Farsi to create sculptures that
would be displayed around Jeddah?.

In terms of the difference in the cultural
landscape between Southern and
Northern Jeddah, it is evident. The one
“cinema” in Jeddah, as well as the six
“universities” are all located in the North
or on the periphery of Al Balad. As for
“libraries” out of the six, two are situated
in the South. The disparity in the cultural
make-up of the South and the North
“reflect[s] social and ethnic divisions: the
poor live in the South and the affluent live
in the North.”?’

For the innovation clusters, Jeddah has

a total of nine, and although Jeddah is
1,686 square km'®, it does not have

any “urban districts”. The city has seven
“co-working spaces” and two “incubators
and accelerators” all of which are located
in the North of Jeddah. While Jeddah’s
rich history has had a positive impact on
some of the cultural infrastructure of the
city, the lack of cultural infrastructure and
innovation clusters in the South hinders
the overall cultural vibrancy of Jeddah.

Photo by AnonymousTraveller
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KUWAIT
o)

After the discovery of oil in 1938, Kuwait
entered an era where major social,
economic and cultural developments took
place. Although the period from 1946 to
1982, referred to as the Golden Era'®

in Kuwait, had an effect on the cultural
infrastructure, the impact of the foreign
powers before that time has also shaped
the cultural landscape of Kuwait. The
change in socio-economic standards
meant that Kuwaitis were able to leave
behind the hardships of pearl-diving

and craftsmanship and enter a new age
of development. One of the changes
included the increased involvement of the
state in enhancing the cultural landscape
of Kuwait City, through state sponsored
programs and policies. The combination
of state sponsored programs and policies,
along with the significant impact that the
foreign powers and the Golden Era had
on Kuwait, have all had a critical effect on
the cultural vibrancy of Kuwait City.

Kuwait City is home to a total of 71
cultural infrastructure points. A wide
range of governmental policies have had
an influence on the cultural vibrancy of
Kuwait City, mainly affecting “libraries”
and “culture and art centers”. A
governmental policy ordered that all the
books from the Central Library be spread
out throughout various neighborhoods
as the “central libraries in Kuwait were
subjected to destruction and looting
during the Iragi invasion of Kuwait in
1990.”1%° This policy resulted in the
creation of 14 “libraries” throughout
Kuwait City. One of the “culture and

art centers”'%¢, Jaber Al Ahmad Culture
Center (JACC), falls under the jurisdiction
of the Diwan Al Amiri, which serves as
the royal palace of the Amir of Kuwait,
and carries out projects in his name.

Photo by JC Gellidon

Assimah Governorate

The establishment of JACC further goes
to show how part of the city’s cultural
vibrancy was developed by governmental
policy. Another governmental policy
that has an ongoing effect on the
cultural landscape of Kuwait City is the
establishment of the National Council
for Culture, Arts and Letters (NCCAL),

a governmental body that operates at

a capacity of the ministry of culture.
The NCCAL was established in 1973

to enhance Kuwait’s “cultural policies
through implementing different cultural
programs and events in cooperation
and coordination with artistic, literary,
scientific and cultural institutions locally
and internationally.”"”

There is a total of 14 “museums” in
Kuwait, six of which were established
during the Golden Era. One of the six,
Sadu House, was founded to celebrate the
Kuwaiti culture and preserve the Bedouin
weaving technique and craft'®. Another
six “museums” are prominent buildings
that were built and established by either
the Americans or British before the

independence of Kuwait in 1961. Dickson
House, one of the “museums”, dates back
to the beginning of the 19th century as

it was the residence of a British political
Commission, Colonel Harold Dixon'®.

In terms of innovation clusters, Kuwait
has a total of 13. There are eight “co-
working spaces” in Kuwait City and

five “incubators and accelerators”. The
government is working towards building a
vibrant entrepreneurship and innovation
ecosystem. In 2013, the Kuwaiti
government decreed The National Fund
as a way “to help the country make a
major stride in the efforts to support the
youth, combat unemployment, and enable
the private sector to drive economic
growth.”" With the government playing a
crucial role post 1938, the impact of the
Golden Era and the influence of foreign
powers, Kuwait city’s cultural vibrancy
has a lot to owe to its past as well as the
proactive measures taken by the Kuwaiti
government.
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Situated in the middle of the Arabian
Peninsula, Manama has a rich culture and
old history which has been influenced by
the trading route . The city’s history
has allowed Manama to become a
culturally diverse city, home to multiple
religions and ethnicities, influencing
everything from music to cultural sites.
Within the mandate of the Culture

the Bahrain Authority for Culture and
Antiquities (BACA), an affiliate of the
Ministry of Culture, is the responsibility to
develop and support the existing cultural
infrastructure, but also to broaden the
cultural engagement. Although small in
size, Manama has a thriving financial
technology (FinTech) industry™, allowing
innovation to become a driving factor on
the cultural vibrancy of the city.

Manama, the capital of Asia’s smallest
country™, is home to a total of 53
cultural infrastructure points. There

are 10 “sites and landmarks” seven of
which are religious institutions, ranging
from temples to mosques; including

one synagogue. The city is home to one
of the largest mosques in the world, Al
Fateh Mosque™. Manama has a small
Jewish community, around 50 people,
whom were traders from Irag and Iran
that began to settle on the island around
the 1990s™®, Also, as part of the city’s
cultural landscape, is a 200-year-old
Hindu temple. The Jewish and Hindu
presence is a further testament to the
impact that the trading route had on the
cultural make-up of the city. Manama has
a total of nine “fairs and festivals”, six of
which are either purely focused on music
or have a music element to their program.
The history of music on the island stems
from the rich folk music that was popular
amongst pearl divers in the past'”,

Manama
Governorate

further exhibiting the effect that the trade
route has on the cultural landscape of
the city.

Governmental policies have also had a
significant impact on the cultural vibrancy
of Manama. Established in 2015, BACA
manages and promotes a total of six
cultural infrastructure points in Manama.
Its “mandate includes overseeing the
culture sector in the Kingdom, the
Culture and National Heritage Sector
[and] is responsible for setting all plans
and programs related to culture, arts,
and heritage in the Kingdom of Bahrain,
with a vision to update and develop the
cultural infrastructure, and activate the
role of culture in social and economic
development.”'?° In addition, the Ministry
of Industry Commerce and Tourism aims
at enhancing the tourism sector’s effect
on the country’s economy, which has
successfully resulted in Manama being
awarded the Capital of Arab Tourism for
the second time, first in 2013 and again
in 2020™'.

Photo by Todd Gardner

As for the innovation clusters, Manama
has a total of 22. Although Manama is 38
square kilometers'?, it has one “urban
district”. With a population of 329,510'23,
the city has eleven “incubators and

accelerator” and ten “co-working spaces”.

The significant number of “co-working
spaces” as well as “incubators and
accelerators” in comparison to the small
population size illustrates Manama'’s role
as a regional financial center, specifically
in fintech. “In November 2017, the
Bahrain Economic Development Board,
and Fintech Consortium, launched
Bahrain FinTech Bay (BFB) claiming that
it will be the largest fintech hub in the
Middle East and Africa.”'?* Between

the involvement of the government in
enhancing the cultural sector, the city’s
geographical location and the thriving
fintech industry, Manama’s cultural
vibrancy reflects the city’s diverse and
young population.
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The city of Muscat is known for its natural
and historical beauty, as it has a diverse
cultural landscape ranging from national
parks to historical forts. Serving as home
to first the Persian dynasty and then the
Portuguese empire 28, Muscat’s culture
makeup is a testament to the presence
and impact of the former foreign powers.
Prioritizing education for all citizens and
understand the value of the tourism
sector, the late Sultan Qaboos bin Said Al
Said transformed the cultural landscape
of the city. As a result of Oman’s rich
history and the late Sultan Qaboos’s
modern vision, Muscat is a city that has
“tradition-steeped past and [an] optimistic
present.”'?

Muscat, the capital of the oldest
independent state in the Arab World ™,
is home to a total of 65 cultural
infrastructure points. The city has a
total of 14 “sites and landmarks”, of
which three are forts that were built
around the 1580s by the Portuguese™'.
The Portuguese ruled over Muscat for
about 150 years, making it “one of the
most important Portuguese strongholds
in the Indian Ocean.”™® Muscat has

12 “museums” half of which celebrate
Oman’s traditions and history, while
the other half were inaugurated by the
late Sultan Qaboos to further enhance
the cultural landscape of Muscat. The
“museums” of Muscat are an accurate
depiction of the city as it illustrates the
dichotomy between the city’s history and
the effect of the late Sultan Qaboos.

The contribution that the late Sultan
Qaboos had on the cultural infrastructure
of the city is clearly visible. In 1970,
Sultan Qaboos became the de facto

ruler of Oman, making him the longest-
serving leader in the Arab World™2. All 10

“universities” in Muscat were established
after the late Sultan Qaboos took power,
as his vision was to “educate the citizens
of Oman by implementing high quality
programs in various fields.”** The city has
one “award”, the Sultan Qaboos Award
for culture, Arts and Literature, that was
established by a royal decree in 201",
as a way to celebrate and promote art,
culture and creativity. The city does not
have a standalone “theater”, yet one of
the of the seven “culture and art centers”
in Muscat is the Royal Opera House,
which is home to a “theater”. The Royal
Opera is guided by the vision of the late
Sultan Qaboos'®, further proving the
effect that he had on the cultural vibrancy
of the city.

In terms of innovation clusters, Muscat
has a total of nine, six of which are
“incubators and accelerators”. Riyada,
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Muscat
Governorate

otherwise known as the Public Authority
for Small and Medium Enterprises
Development, was founded in 2013

under the directorate of the late

Sultan Qaboos, as he “stressed on

the economic importance of SMEs in
national development.”” Given that
Muscat is 3,500 square kilometers ™,

the city is home to two “urban districts”,
both primarily focused on technology.
Moreover, the cultural vibrancy of Muscat
is a tale of two eras, one being of tradition
and history and the other of progress and
development spearheaded by the vision of
the late ruler Sultan Qaboos.
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RIYADH
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Although Riyadh is a modern city home
to about 7.7 million people'3, over the
past few centuries it underwent a rapid
transformation, developing from a small
fortified desert village that dates back

to the 17" century to an urban city. As
the capital of Saudi Arabia, Riyadh hosts
a variation of historical landmarks that
were built over the years to protect the
city from foreign powers, as well as serve
as home to the ruling family, Al Saud.
While the city has a rich history, it wasn’t
until recently that there was a push to
enhance the cultural landscape. In 2018,
the government announced that it would
invest $64 billion'** to develop and grow
the cultural infrastructure, as a part of
Vision 2030. The main factor that has
contributed to the cultural vibrancy of
Riyadh is the contrast between the city’s
preservation of its history, hand in hand
with the country’s forward-looking vision
for 2030.

The capital of Saudi Arabia, Riyadh,

is home to a total of 62 cultural
infrastructure points. Al Diriyah, one

of the 16 “sites and landmarks”, was
founded in 1466 CE and was the original
home of the Saudi royal family™. Al Turaif
District is housed within Al Diriyah, which
is known as one of the largest clay cities
worldwide and in 2010 it was named

a World Heritage Site by UNESCO™¢,

A more recent “site and landmark”,

Al Faisaliah Tower was completed in
2000 and stands out clearly amongst
the city’s skyline, further illustrating the
relationship between the past and the
future of Riyadh’s cultural landscape.
There are 15 “museums” in Riyadh, while
some of which were built to celebrate
the city’s heritage and culture, others
were royal palaces that were transformed

into “museums”. Al Masmak fort, built in
1902™8 was a prominent fort that was
transformed into a museum and now
offers a 3D virtual tour of the Kingdom.
Furthermore, King Abdul Aziz Historical
Centre, one of the seven “culture and art
centers”, shares the same location as the
Murabba Palace, which was built by King
Abdalaziz in 1937, The Masmak fort
and the King Abdul Aziz Historical Centre
are accurate depictions of how the city is
building on its old cultural infrastructure
and using innovation to tell the story of its
past to bolster the city’s cultural vibrancy.

When Vision 2030 was announced in
2016, it gave more of an importance to
the cultural landscape considering one
of the pillars of the vision is to create

a vibrant society by promoting culture
and entertainment™°. There are two
“cinemas” in Riyadh, both of which
opened after Vision 2030 was set. One
of the seven “culture and art centers”,
Misk Art Institute, was founded by
Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Salman in
2017 “to encourage grassroots artistic
production in Saudi Arabia, nurture the
appreciation of Saudi and Arab art and

enable international cultural diplomacy
and exchange.”' These new initiatives
are an addition to the city’s already
existing cultural landscape, further
illustrating the effect Vision 2030 played
in enhancing the cultural vibrancy of
Riyadh.

With regards to the innovation clusters,
Riyadh has a total of 15. Part of Vision
2030 is to increase employment, which
the Kingdom aims to do by nurturing

and supporting an innovative and
entrepreneurial culture that will lead to
job creation through SMEs and micro-
enterprises'2. One of the four “incubators
and accelerators” in Riyadh, Monshaat,
was established in 2016 “to increase

the productivity of these enterprises and
increase their contribution to the GDP
from 20 to 35 [percent] by 2030,”'%3
which is in line with the goal of Vision
2030. Transforming Riyadh’s historical
cultural infrastructure to incorporate
modern innovation, as well as enacting a
forward-thinking plan, Vision 2030, the
city’s cultural vibrancy is a combination of
both the past and the future.

Photo by Hala AIGhanim Photo by Safaa Almohandis
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Tunis has been the capital of Tunisia since
the 13th century'” and was originally

a Berber settlement'®. Situated on the
North West of Tunisia, Tunis serves as
an important crossroad between North
Africa and the Middle East. The city’s
geographical location coupled with the
influence of foreign powers, has allowed
Tunis to flourish as a culturally diverse
city that is home to various populations.
With approximately 50 percent of the
Tunisian population under the age of 25
and more than 35 percent of that age
group being unemployed, the youth have
turned to entrepreneurship as a means
of making a living™’. The diversity of the
Tunisian population along with the rise
of innovation and entrepreneurship have
both heavily contributed to the cultural
vibrancy of Tunis.

As the largest city in Tunisia, in

terms of population, Tunis is home to
approximately one million inhabitants'®
and has a total of 33 cultural
infrastructure points. One of the main
“sites and landmarks” in Tunis is the
Medina, which “is one of the first
Arabo-Muslim towns of the Maghreb”
dating back to 698 A.D'". Located only
140 kilometers away from Europe and
physically connected to Africa, Tunis’s
geographical location allowed for it

to become a multiethnic city as it is
home to Arabs, Berbers, Muslims, Jews
and Christians'?. Although there are
only seven “sites and landmarks”, the
Medina is home to about 700 historical
monuments and sites ranging from
mosques to streets™?, illustrating the
effect that the city’s diverse population
and history has had on the cultural
landscape of the city. One of the mosques
in the Medina, Al Zaytouna Mosque, was

Photo by ziedkammoun

built around the eighth century during the
Muslim conquest of the city'*. Various
other foreign powers have also had an
influence on the cultural vibrancy of Tunis,
as the four “museums” are housed in
structures that were built during either
the era of the Ottoman Empire or the
French mandate.

The city is home to only one “gallery”

as most of the “galleries” are located
outside the city’s borders in Carthage,
which is known as the city of antiquity
due to its rich history'®®. Although the
Roman empire had a significant impact
on Carthage, Italy’s more recent history
has had an effect on the city of Tunis.
Located in proximity to Sicily, there was

a large migration of Italians over the past
century and in 1910 Tunis was home to
about 105,000 Italians'®. Today, that
number decreased to about 3,000 but the
effect of Italians is still evident as one of
the three “cinemas” in Tunis, Cinéma Le
Palace Tunis, was established to serve the
Italian community'®’.

In terms of innovation clusters, Tunis

has a total of 16. The city has 11 “co-
working spaces” and five “incubators
and accelerators”. With a few foreign
companies based in Tunis and with the
rise in unemployment the city is “seeing
a growing culture of entrepreneurialism,
SMEs and startups — and it’s these
businesses that are now trying to help lift
young people out of unemployment and
poverty.”'%® The Global Entrepreneurship
and Development Institute (GEDI) in
2017 published an index that ranks
Tunisia as the first in Africa and sixth in
the MENA region in terms of the quality
and dynamics of its entrepreneurship
ecosystem. The rise in innovation can be
attributed to various factors ranging from
the active involvement of the government
to the post 2011 revolution climate'’.
Between Tunis’s diverse population

and rich history, as well as the rise of
entrepreneurship and innovation, the
city’s cultural vibrancy is a tale of two
eras: one of the past and another of

the future.
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